



Ms. Karen Kilowatt

1000 Generation Ave.

Toronto, ON M6R 3B9

September 24, 2008

Hon. George Smitherman

Community Action Centre

514 Parliament Streets

Toronto, ON

M4X 1P4

Dear Minister Smitherman,

I am writing to express my support for a Green Energy Act that creates a strong framework for renewable energy, conservation and a healthy environment.  

Global warming is the most urgent challenge of our time.  Solutions are available, but barriers remain to the implementation of these solutions.  For example, our community has sufficient wind potential for a minimum of a 10MW wind farm. We established a co-operative, the “Kilowatt Renewables,” and obtained two years of wind data that supports a strong wind regime. However, we cannot move forward in selling our electricity to the grid because we are told that there is insufficient line capacity.  Additionally, we are told that we will have to bear the cost of establishing new lines from our site to the grid. The cost of new lines would make our project non-profitable. If this cost cannot be borne by the ratepayer, as it currently is for other energy technologies, our co-operative will have to disband. 

Many of us are willing to implement solutions to ensure clean air, energy security and climate protection. We need you to help us help ourselves. 

By clearly making renewable energy a priority with effective incentives, a Green Energy Act will remove barriers and enable individuals, communities and First Nations across the province to invest in community wind farms, to mount solar panels on their roofs or to install biodigesters on their farms. It would allow us all to benefit from the financial rewards as well as the environmental merits.

The Green Energy Act holds huge potential for this province and as my representative, I again urge you to support this bill. Thank you for your time. 

Yours truly,

/s/

Karen Kilowatt


