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The Toronto Star

December 9, 2008

To the Editor,

Tyler Hamilton in his article Green energy our best shot  (December 8) did an excellent job underscoring the consensus among a wide sector of society, from environmentalists to workers, on the huge potential renewable energy has for jobs in Ontario. 

But individual workers are not the only ones who could benefit from the development of renewable energy. Communities also stand to gain by generating clean electricity. To tap this potential, however, a green energy act is essential.

Community power projects around this province have been stalled because of inconsistent policies and the lack of a strong political commitment. The Toronto Renewable Energy Co-operative built the first community owned wind energy project in the country in 2002 and has been trying for years to get other projects off the ground.  We have people waiting to invest in new projects because Ontarians want to be part of the solution. 

Community energy projects, whether they are wind turbines or farm biodigesters, are the answer to global warming and polluted air, as well as lost jobs and industries. We watch in frustration as European leaders empower their citizens to invest in renewable energy (50% of renewable energy projects in Germany are owned by community members) while unable to participate in the same way here. The legislation proposed by the Green Energy Act Alliance would enable all Ontario residents to be not just consumers, but conservers and producers of energy, as we once were when the province ran on hydro. The Minister’s promise of legislation is eagerly awaited and can’t come too soon for us and our members, partners and supporters.

Yours truly,

Judy Lipp

Executive Director,

Toronto Renewable Energy Co-op
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