
Typical Legislative Process: Timeline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Regulations 
        Note: Regulations can be developed and 
        posted for comment BEFORE the Act 
        has passed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

4. Bill introduced to Legislature for 1st Reading 

2. Bill drafted, vetted & translated in French paper 

3. Bill scheduled by Government for introduction of debate 

1. Election policy book/mandate letter/Cabinet/concept/white 

5. Bill posted in gazette and on EBR 

6. Bill brought up for Second Reading 

7. Bill sent to Standing/Select Committee for public consultation/deputations 

8. Bill receives Third Reading- voted up or down 

10. Bill Proclaimed into Law 

Drafted 

Enforceable 

Filed with Registrar of Regulations 

Published in the Ontario Gazette 

11. Regulations Developed and 
Adopted 

9. Bill receives Royal Assent 

Sample Timeline of Legislation 
 
Bill 99, Lake Simcoe Protection Act, 2008   

Date Action Outcome Notes 
April 25, 06 Bill 106 Proposed, Lake 

Simcoe Protection Act 
Private Members bill 
proposed by MPP Garfield 
Dunlop 

Changed to a resolution 
shortly after being proposed 

June 17, 08  First Reading  Carried     
Sept 22, 08  Second Reading  Debate     
Sept 23, 08 Second Reading  Debate     
Sept 23, 08  Second Reading  Carried     
Sept 23, 08  Standing Committee on 

General Government   
Ordered referred to Standing 
Committee  

 

Nov17, 08  Standing Committee on 
General Government   

Consideration of a Bill   

Nov 19, 08  Standing Committee on 
General Government   

Consideration of a Bill   

Nov 24, 08  Clause by Clause - 
Standing Committee on 
General Government   

Consideration of a Bill   

Nov 25, 08    Reported as amended   
Nov 25, 08    Ordered for Third Reading     
Dec 01, 08  Third Reading  Debate     
Dec 01, 08    Third Reading  Carried  Unanimous support. 

Unusual for debate, reading 
and vote on same day  

Dec 10, 08  Royal Assent  Royal Assent received   



 
Typical Legislative Process: Stages and Opportunities to Participate 
 

Green Energy 
Act Proposed 

Bill 

First Reading 
 Bill is introduced  put on Assembly agenda 
 Minister may make statement on purpose of the Bill 
 Background information is supplied to Opposition critics 
 MPPs decide whether to accept the Bill for future debate 

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE: Review proposed bill, comment on EBR, contact 
caucus members.   

Minister of Energy and 
Infrastructure 

Advisory Bodies 

Green Energy Act 
Alliance 

Accepted- Second Reading 
 The principle of the Bill is debated 
 No amendments to the text may be made 
 Question on the motion for Second Reading 
 Unanimous consent Bill passes to Third 

Reading 
 No consent  Bill is referred to Committee of 

the Whole House, or a Standing/Select 
Committee as designated by the Minister  

OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE: Contact 
caucus members. 

Select/Standing Committee 
 Committee can invite individuals, groups 

and Ministry officials to comment on Bill 
 May tour the province to collect feedback or 

to see the situation first hand 
 After public submissions, each clause may 

be considered, amended or deleted, and 
other clauses may be added 

 The Bill comes back to House and is 
ordered for Third Reading, or 

 The Minister directs Bill to the Committee of 
the Whole House 

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE:  
Presentations and submissions to standing 
committee, contact caucus members on 
committee. 

Royal Assent – In Force 
 The Bill is presented to the Lieutenant Governor for assent 
 Once granted, the Bill becomes an Act enshrined in law 

Third Reading 
 Debate is limited to the contents of the Bill – no amendments can be made 
 After the debate, the Speaker puts question on the motion for Third Reading 

Committee of the Whole House 
 All Assembly members are 

members of the Committee of the 
Whole House 

 Questions, comments and 
proposed amendments brought 
forward 

 Proceedings are conducted in the 
Legislative Chamber  individuals 
and groups cannot participate 

 Each clause is considered, 
amended, or deleted, and other 
clauses may be added 

 The Bill then comes back to House 
and is ordered for Third Reading 

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE: 
Presentations and submissions to 
standing committee, contact caucus 
members on committee. 
 

Discharged- Standing Committee 
 The Bill may be sent for review or 

hearings 
 The Bill is then reported to House 

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE: 
Presentations and submissions to 
standing committee, contact caucus 
members on committee. 
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