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Agenda

ÅIntroductions

ÅSetting the Context

ÅCore Components

ÅGet Involved!



About OSEA

What is OSEA?

ÅProvince-wide, member-based non-profit association 

founded in 1999 to represent the goals and interests of 

the sustainable energy and community power sector.

Who is OSEA?

Å75+ Community Power organizations representing 

1500+ individuals and 35+ Associate members including 

individuals, First Nations, co-ops, farmers, businesses, 

municipalities and other institutions.



Founders of the 

Green Energy Act Alliance

Formed June 2008 ïafter RESOP hiatus
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VConservation ñFirstò 

ïCheapest kW is a saved kW

VSustainable Energy & Storage

ïLow environmental impact

VClean Distributed Energy

ïHigh efficiency waste heat recovery, district 

energy, CHP, geothermal

What is ñGreen Energyò?
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VSystemic Barriers embedded in existing 

legislation, regulations, rules, processes 

and institutions

VTraditional mindsets 

VPrograms, like RESOP, werenôt having 

desired impact
ïMWs ïfalling short of targets

ïLack of involvement of First Nations, Farmers, 

Community Power

ïSocial, economic and environmental benefits ignored

Why A Green Energy Act?



A Call to Action

To make Ontario a global leader in clean, 
sustainable energy and conservation, creating 
thousands of jobs, economic prosperity, energy 
security and climate protection.  

Enable all Ontarians to participate and benefit 
from green energy as conservers and 
generators, at the lowest cost to consumers.
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September, 2008

May - Changes to the RESOP lead to the 

formation of the Green Energy Act Alliance

June - World Wind Energy Conference 2008, 

Kingston

July - Ministerôs Tour of Europe

August - Ministerôs Trip to California

SeptemberïVisioning

- Environmental Leaders meet with Premier

- Minister Smitherman Directs the OPA

How did we Get Here?


