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The American Wind Energy Association (AWEA) and the Canadian Wind Energy Association 
(CanWEA) jointly established an international scientific and medical advisory panel to conduct a 
review of all current literature available on the issue of health effects of wind turbines.  This 
multidisciplinary panel is comprised of medical doctors, audiologists, and acoustical 
professionals from the United States, Canada, Denmark, and the United Kingdom.  The panel’s 
final report is the most thorough literature review on this subject ever undertaken by a group of 
scientific and medical professionals anywhere in the world.  
 
Robert J. McCunney, MD 
Robert J. McCunney, MD, MPH, MS, is board certified by the American Board of Preventive 
Medicine as a specialist in occupational and environmental medicine.  Dr. McCunney is a staff 
physician at Massachusetts General Hospital’s pulmonary division, where he evaluates and treats 
occupational and environmental illnesses, including lung disorders ranging from asbestosis to 
asthma to mold related health concerns, among others. He is also a lecturer at Harvard Medical 
School and a research scientist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Department of 
Biological Engineering, where he participates in epidemiological research pertaining to 
occupational and environmental health hazards.  
 
Dr. McCunney received his BS in chemical engineering from Drexel University, his MS in 
environmental health from the University of Minnesota, his MD from the Thomas Jefferson 
University Medical School and his MPH from the Harvard School of Public Health. He 
completed training in internal medicine at Northwestern University Medical Center in Chicago.  
Dr. McCunney is past president of the American College of Occupational and Environmental 
Medicine (ACOEM) and an accomplished author. He has edited numerous occupational and 
environmental medicine textbooks and over 80 published articles and book chapters. He is the 
Editor of all three editions of the text book, A Practical Approach to Occupational and 
Environmental Medicine, the most recent edition of which was published in 2003. Dr. McCunney 
received the Health Achievement Award from ACOEM in 2004. 
 
Dr. McCunney has extensive experience in evaluating the effects of noise on hearing via 
reviewing audiometric tests. He has written book chapters on the topic and regularly lectures at 
the Harvard School of Public Health on "Noise and Health". 
 
W. David Colby, MD 
W. David Colby MSc, MD, FRCPC is a fellow of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Canada in Medical Microbiology.  Dr Colby is the Acting Medical Officer of Health in 
Chatham-Kent, Ontario and Associate Professor of Medicine, Microbiology/Immunology and 
Physiology/Pharmacology at the Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry at the University of 
Western Ontario.  He received his MD from the University of Toronto and completed his 
residency at University Hospital, London, Ontario.  While still a resident he was given a faculty 
appointment and later was appointed Chief of Microbiology and Consultant in Infectious 
Diseases at University Hospital.  Dr Colby lectures extensively on antimicrobial chemotherapy, 
resistance and fungal infections in addition to a busy clinical practice in Travel Medicine and is a 



Coroner for the province of Ontario.  He has received numerous awards for his teaching.  Dr. 
Colby has a number of articles in peer-reviewed journals and is the author of the textbook 
Optimizing Antimicrobial Therapy: A Pharmacometric Approach.  He is a Past President of the 
Canadian Association of Medical Microbiologists.  On the basis of his expertise in Public Health, 
Dr Colby was asked by his municipality to assess the health impacts of wind turbines.  The 
report, titled The Health Impact of Wind Turbines: A Review of the Current White, Grey, and 
Published Literature is widely cited internationally.  
 
Robert Dobie, MD 
Robert Dobie, MD, is clinical professor of otolaryngology at both the University of Texas Health 
Science Center at San Antonio and the University of California-Davis. His consulting practice, 
Dobie Associates, specializes in hearing and balance, hearing conservation, and ear disorders. 
The author of over 175 publications, his research interests include age-related and noise-induced 
hearing loss, as well as tinnitus and other inner ear disorders. He is past president of the 
Association for Research in Otolaryngology, past chair of the Hearing and Equilibrium 
Committee of the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, and has 
served on the boards and councils of many other professional organizations and scholarly 
journals.  
 
Geoff Leventhall, Ph.D. 
Geoff is a UK based noise and vibration consultant who works internationally.  His academic and 
professional qualifications include: PhD in Acoustics, Fellow of the UK Institute of Physics, 
Honorary Fellow of the UK institute of Acoustics (of which he is a former President), 
Distinguished International Member of the USA Institute of Noise Control Engineering, Member 
of the Acoustical Society of America. 
 
He was formerly an academic, during which time he supervised 30 research students to 
completion of their doctoral studies in acoustics. Much of his academic and consultancy work has 
been on problems of infrasound and low frequency noise and control of low frequency noise by 
active attenuation 
 
He has been a member of a number of National and International committees on noise and 
acoustics and was recently a member of two committees producing reports on effects of noise on 
health: the UK Health Protection Agency Committee on the Health Effects of Ultrasound and 
Infrasound and the UK Department of Health Committee on the Effects of Environmental Noise 
on Health. 
 
David M. Lipscomb, Ph.D. 
Dr. David M. Lipscomb received the Ph. D. in Hearing Science from the University of 
Washington (Seattle) in 1966.  He was a professor at the University of Tennessee for more than 
two decades in the Department of Audiology & Speech Pathology.  While he was on the faculty, 
Dr. Lipscomb developed and directed the department's Noise Research Laboratory.  During his 
tenure at Tennessee and after he moved to the Pacific Northwest in 1988, Dr. Lipscomb has 
served as a consultant to many entities including communities, governmental agencies, industries 
and legal entities. 
  



He has qualified in courts of law as an expert in Audiology since 1966-7.  Currently, he 
investigates incidents to determine if an acoustical warning signal provided warning to 
individuals in harms way, and, if so, at how many seconds prior to an incident.  Further, with his 
background in clinical and research audiology, he undertakes the evaluation of hearing 
impairment claims for industrial settings and with regard to product liability. 
  
He was a bioacoustical consultant to the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency Office of Noise 
Abatement and Control (ONAC) at the time the agency was responding to Congressional 
mandates contained in the Noise Control Act of 1972.  He was one of the authors of the Criteria 
Document and was a reviewer for the Levels Document that were produced by ONAC.  It was 
this experience that was particularly helpful in reviewing materials for AWEA regarding the 
siting of wind farms. 
 
Michael T. Seilo, Ph.D. 
Dr. Michael T. Seilo received his Ph.D. in Audiology from Ohio University in 1970.  He is 
currently a professor of audiology in the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders 
at Western Washington University in Bellingham, Washington where he served as department 
chair for a total of more than twenty years.  Dr. Seilo is clinically certified by the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) in both audiology and speech-language 
pathology and is a long-time member of ASHA, the American Academy of Audiology, and the 
Washington Speech and Hearing Association. 
 
For many years Dr. Seilo has taught courses in hearing conservation at both the graduate and 
undergraduate level.  His special interest areas include speech perception and the impact of noise 
on human hearing sensitivity including tinnitus.  
 
Dr. Seilo has consulted with industries on the prevention of NIHL and he has collaborated with 
other professionals in the assessment of hearing-loss related claims pertaining to noise. 
 
Bo Søndergaard 
Bo Søndergaard has more than 20 years of experience in consultancy in environmental noise 
measurements, predictions and assessment.  The last 15 years with an emphasis on wind turbine 
noise.  Mr. Søndergaard is the convener of the MT11 work group under IEC TC88 working with 
revision of the measurement standard for wind turbines IEC 61400-11.  He has also worked as 
project manager for the following research projects: Low Frequency Noise from Large Wind 
Turbines for the Danish Energy Authority, Noise and Energy optimization of Wind Farms, and 
Noise from Wind Turbines in Wake for Energinet.dk. 
 


